Connected: Created to Belong
 
Module 5: The Benefits of Belonging to God
Lesson 4: Part of the Big Picture


Spiritual Aims

Students will hopefully:
· trust that God does have a plan that is good and that they have a part to play in that plan


Lesson Objectives
 
Students will:
· analyze the story of Joseph
· [bookmark: _GoBack]reflect on their lives as part of God’s big picture
· reflect on their lives as a roller coaster and where they are on it
· memorize a key verse

 
Materials Needed
 
· 1 100–200-piece puzzles (Leader’s note: Aim for a puzzle that is approx. 5-10 pieces per student.)
· 1 recipe card or half-sheet of paper per student
· Coloured pencils, pens and/or markers
· 6 roller-coaster cart outlines printed on large paper (Appendix F)
· Long sheet of paper on wall (could be several chart pages stuck together)
· Tape

 
Pre-Lesson Preparation

· Remove a few pieces from each puzzle (1 piece per student), and keep them hidden somewhere away from where they are working on the puzzles. 
· Read through the whole story of Joseph (Genesis 37, 39–50), so that you are familiar with the whole story and can summarize it.


Minds On (approx. 15 min.)

When students arrive, they should begin piecing the puzzle together right away. Hopefully they will get very close to completed and will notice that some pieces are missing.


Action (approx. 35 min.)

Prompt: Have any of you tried doing a puzzle without the picture? If you have, hold up the number of fingers that describe how hard it was: 1 being easy and 10 being hard.

Ask a few students to share their puzzle stories.

Prompt: It is much harder to do a puzzle without the picture, but it is still possible. As you keep working the picture starts to make more sense and it is easier to place pieces, because you have an idea what the picture looks like. Life is like this. We don’t know what our lives are going to look like but the longer we live we start to get a bit of an idea. God does know what the picture looks like. He does have a plan and while we cannot always see what he is doing, we need to trust that he is doing something wonderful. To help us see how this works out in a person’s life, we are going to look at Joseph’s story in the Bible.

Roller-Coaster Cart:
1. Before I say “go”, I am going to give you a number from 1 to 6.
2. You are to find the others with the same number and sit in a circle with space around you.
3. I will give each group a roller-coaster cart, a Bible passage and some markers.
4. You will read your passage and name the position Joseph has in that passage.
5. Write that position on the roller-coaster cart and then you may decorate the cart.
6. Any questions?
7. Go!

The passages for each group are:
1. Genesis 37:3–4 (favourite son)
2. Genesis 37:23–28 (nearly killed and sold as a slave)
3. Genesis 39:1–6 (in charge of Potiphar’s house)
4. Genesis 39:19–20 (put in prison)
5. Genesis 39:21–23 (in charge of the prison)
6. Genesis 41:37–44 (second in command of all of Egypt)

When students are finished, gather them together near the wall where you have put up the long sheet of paper. Ask for a student in group 1 to tell everyone Joseph’s position at the beginning of his story. Then invite him or her to put group 1’s roller-coaster cart up in the top left. Then ask someone from group 2 to tell what happens next. He or she may place group 2’s cart near the bottom of the paper and over to the right of the first one. You can then use the marker and draw the roller coaster itself going downhill from point 1 to 2. Continue through the story allowing students to tell the parts they have and placing their carts. Keep drawing the roller-coaster track going up and down — ending on the very high of being in charge of Egypt.

Prompt: Joseph’s life sure had its ups and downs and so do our lives, though maybe not so dramatic as being sold or being made second to Pharaoh. Joseph didn’t know how his life was going to turn out and at times I am sure he thought it was going to end horribly. But near the end of the story, after he was reunited with his brothers, Joseph said to them “You intended to harm me, but God intended it all for good. He brought me to this position so I could save the lives of many people” (Genesis 50:20, NLT). It was only when he looked back that he could see that what at the time seemed to be horrible was actually God getting him where he needed to be.

Have a student volunteer read Isaiah 55:9 [teaching tip 7].

Prompt: God’s ways and plans are good, but we don’t always see the big picture the way he does. What God does may seem strange to us, just like Joseph’s story seemed strange to him. I am sure he sometimes wondered what God was up to, but in the end we can see what God was doing in Joseph’s life.

Pull out the hidden puzzle pieces. As you hand them out to the students, say something like, “[insert name], you have a special place in the big picture God is painting. Take this piece and find its place in the puzzle.”


Consolidate/Debrief (approx. 10 min.)

Hand out recipe cards or half-sheets of paper. Have students draw a roller coaster on one side of their paper, showing where they feel like they are in life right now.

Have students flip over the paper and write the following verse on their card:

Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV): “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

Read it out loud together a few times. Then encourage students to not look at their papers and try to repeat it a few more times. Encourage students to put their cards in their Bibles (if they brought their own), or put them somewhere they will see them frequently and to continue trying to memorize it [teaching tip 21].

Leader’s note: This verse is given to the Israelite people in exile. It is written to a group of people so the “you” in the verse is not an individual. When they received this encouragement, their captivity did not immediately end, but it did eventually. God’s plans are good, but like with Joseph, they can take a while to be fully understood.
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